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Calendar of Events

July 1  Friday
National Postal Worker Day. Be sure to thank our Postmistress 
Janice Draper .

7 p.m.  A Midsummer Night’s Dream workshop performance 
by the Royalston Shakespeare Company at Town Hall.  Pro-
duced by the Friends of the Library and funded by the Roy-
alston Cultural Council. Come see 22 kids from 7 different local 
schools demonstrate how “reason and love keep little company 
nowadays”.

July 4  Monday  
Independence Day
Aphelion, the day the earth is farthest away 
from the sun (94,509,598 miles) takes place 
today.

July 7  Thursday
1:30 p.m . Summer Reading Program for older kids 
starts and continues every Thursday in July with programs hav-
ing  adventures and creating wind chimes, clay pots and tree ID 
books. 

July 11  Monday  
10 a.m. Pre-school summer reading programs at the Library 
start and continue every Monday in July for fairy houses, crafts 
and nature activities.

July 13  Wednesday
2:38 p.m. Full Buck Moon
7 p.m.  Royalston Fish & Game Club  meeting – all wel-
come

July 17  Sunday
2-5 p.m.  Royalston MusicFest 2022.  The headliner is 
Back O’Town Cajun Band. Supporting acts will be Blue Collar 
Jazz Messengers, Williams Brothers Band, Gary Amadon, Doc 
Arsenault, Judy Rice & Joy Chiurri.

July 24  Sunday
2 p.m. Flower Arranging class for adults and teens with Fer-
ron Dooley-Fairchild at Town Hall.  Sponsored by the Friends.  
To register, call the Library 978-249-3572.

July 28  Thursday
9:36 p.m.  New Sturgeon Moon

July 31  Sunday
10 a.m. Royalston Academy trail clean up on NE Fitzwilliam 
Rd.   Volunteers needed.  .Bring loppers, clippers and other hand 
tools. We will supply a chain saw for the big things.  Call Maureen 
at 978-249-5138 for more information or to say you can come.  

 August 2  Tuesday
6 - 8 p.m.  National Night Out gathering, a 
community-building event focused on maintaining and improv-
ing police/community relationships. Watch the Royalston Police 
Department Facebook Page for more details. 

August 5 Friday
6 p.m. Family night at the Library with a free ice 
cream truck and Animal Adventures show.

August 11  Thursday
The Perseid Meteor Shower peaks through Saturday, 
with a show-stopping number of shooting stars – nearly continu-
al, at an average of 50 and hour. Best viewing is looking towards 
northeastern skies, during the dark hours of the early morning. 
This light show brought to us courtesy of the Swift-Tuttle comet.

Have you noticed the new South Village sign? In 2019, RSVR mem-
bers Marlene Jarvenpaa and Ruth Suyenaga thought it would be 
a good idea to have the artwork of Royalston resident and nation-
ally known artist Gordon Morrison on a sign entering the Village. 
In 2020, Ruth wrote a grant from RSVR to the Royalston Cultural 
Council for Gordon to do the artwork and in 2021, Marlene head-
ed up a 120 Drawing to pay Lyman Signs to make the sign. Thank 
you to Gordon, the Royalston Cultural Council, Lyman Signs and 
all who helped raise the money for the sign.
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Royalston Emergency Management 
Director Jim Barclay, e-mail ema@royalston-ma.gov or 978-249-2904 

Select Board Notes
Rick Martin, clerk
Annual Town Meeting:  On June 11th approximately 45 voters of 
Royalston met at Town Hall to review and vote on the 28 articles 
on the annual town meeting warrant. Included in the articles were 
the town FY2023 operating budget ($2.55 million), an article for a 
debt exclusion for $310,000 various raise and appropriate expendi-
tures , and an article to fund the deficit in the snow and ice account.

All articles passed except one proposing that the office of town 
clerk for the Town be changed to an appointed position from an 
elected position. The debt exclusion must also be approved at an 
election, probably the fall state election. 

This warrant is the work of all the departments involved in the 
Town, many meetings between the Select Board and various de-
partment heads, and recommendations from various committees 
overseeing expenditures of the Town. Not much money is left 
over, but once again this was a tremendous example of democracy.

Monty Tech Representation: After a stellar 23-year tenure as the 
Monty Tech representative for Royalston, Mary Barclay has an-
nounced that she is stepping down. Mary has been recognized lo-
cally and statewide, as an outstanding representative for Royalston 
and the school itself. Voters at the meeting gave Mary a standing 
ovation for her service.  As a final act, Mary recommended that 
Jessica Schanz be appointed as the new Royalston representative. 
Mary recited the many excellent experiences that Jessica has had 
that would make her more than suitable for the role, one being that 
she attended and graduated from Monty Tech. The Select Board 
unanimously voted to install her as the new Royalston representa-
tive to Monty Tech in the coming year.

Entertainment is Back: The Select Board has approved many use 
permits for entertainment events that have been missing over the 
past couple of years. The Music Fest is coming back in July at 
Bullock Park. Open Mic Nights will be back all summer long and 
into next year, some at Town Hall and some at the gazebo in the 
south village. Please keep reviewing the newsletter, town website 
and Facebook page to see the schedule and locations.

Memorial Day Ceremony: A Memorial Day ceremony was held this 
year in the park in the South Village. The Select Board would like to 
sincerely thank Peter and Bobbie Newman for their help in organiz-
ing it. This is Peter’s last year as commander of the VFW in the area, 
and he will be passing the baton to his successor on July 1st. Because 
of this,  he and Bobbie will be stepping away from the organizational 
duties for our local event, so the Memorial Day Committee will need 
to be revitalized for next year’s worthy commemoration.

Royalston South Village Revitalization News
Hello Royalston neighbors,
On Saturday, June 18,  a group of Royalston residents, the majority 
residents of the South Village, met at the gazebo to discuss pos-
sible elements of a design for a new community park at the site 
of the former Pete and Henry’s restaurant.  The discussion was 
organized by the Royalston South Village Revitalization Commit-
tee (RSVR).  It was led by Rick Martin who is a member of the 
Committee and a recently elected Royalston Selectboard member.  

Saturday’s discussion followed a questionnaire sent to every Roy-
alston resident through the Newsletter, asking them for ideas for 
what they wanted as major components of the park.  Several pre-
sentations were also made to community groups asking for their 
input and flyers were sent out to RCS and Village School families.  
The replies from the questionnaire, the presentations, and Satur-
day’s discussion pointed to a park that has (1) tables and chairs for 
picnicing and games and relaxing; (2) a play area for children; and, 
(3) art that reflects both the industrial history of the site as well as 
sculpture that reflects core Royalston values. Many new sugges-
tions were made at the meeting.

The next steps in the Park design process are for RSVR to orga-
nize the results of the feedback about the park and send this to the 
Select Board along with a recommendation about the composition 
of a park committee that will supervise the design and building of 
the park.  The Select Board will then appoint that committee and 
the committee will select its head and go to work, reporting back 
to Select Board at periodic intervals. 

The mission of RSVR is to “revitalize the South Village while 
building community in the process.”  In line with this vision, we 
hope to involve as many Royalston residents as possible in build-
ing the park, especially people who might not normally meet each 
other. Those interested in volunteering should contact Janice Trask 
at 978-249-2510.

On September 24, RSVR is holding a fall event where two aerial-
ists from Boston will perform and hold a workshop for chldren 
and families. The aerialists are paid through grants from the Roy-
alston Cultural Council and RSVR. It will be held at the Royalston 
Fish and Game Club. There will be other activities, food and drink. 
Vendor spaces will be available for $25 – please contact Janice 
Trask if you are interested.

Thanks go to Rose Lawrence who a couple of years ago advo-
cated for fixing the railroad tracks at the crossing before the Rte. 
68 Bridge. On behalf of the RSVR, she requested that the Select 
Board look into a repair. Before the pandemic, Select Board Chair 
Deb D’Amico met with Representative Susannah Whipps and 
Senator Jo Comerford about this issue and the idling of the trains 
at the bottom of King Street. DPW Chief Keith Newton was also 
instrumental in arranging for the repair, which has made that cross-
ing smoother and easier on our cars.

I always say, “EMA NEVER SLEEPS,” but sometime the Director 
needs a hip replacement. So, as I focus on recovering, I want to say 
thanks to Deputy Director Tom Musco for “staying awake!”  I’ll 
have a more meaningful newsletter contribution for the September 
edition – and September is National Preparedness Month!  Stay 
safe this summer, and remember:
Preparedness beats panic every time.  Be informed.  Make a Plan.
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Board of Health News Phil Leger, chair
New annual windshield stickers are now due for renewal July 

1st. See Tony to purchase for access to the facility. The sticker 
fee helps offset the transportation cost for free recycling. We have 
been faced with fuel surcharges recently. Vehicles entering the 
facility need to have a current sticker displayed on driver’s side 
windshield. We thank all that adhere to this requirement.
   This is a reminder that the  Royalston Transfer Station is avail-
able to haulers collecting from residential customers to tip recy-
clables at the municipal facility. If you have questions please call 
BOH  office at 978-249-3617.

FAMILY NIGHT

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 @ 6 PM

HEAVENLY TREATS ICE CREAM

TRUCK & ANIMAL ADVENTURES

SUMMER READINGSUMMER READING
20222022

Read Beyond the
Beaten PathPHINEHAS S.

NEWTON LIBRARY
19 On the Common

ROYALSTON

PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM

MONDAYS 10 AM

July 7 - Adventure Daypacks w/ Barbara

Richardson

July 14 - Wind Chimes w/ Bride Johnson

July 21 - Coiled Clay Pots w/ Lydia Musco &

Josh Doub

July 28 - Tree Identification Books w/ Kathy

Morris
 

July 11 - Fairy Houses & Gnome Homes w/ Brooke Coleman
July 18 - Sun Paper Cards w/ Jenny Rodriquez
July 25 - Brush with Nature w/ Bride Johnson

OLDER KIDS
PROGRAM

THURSDAYS  1:30 PM
 

July 24 - Flower Arranging
w/ Ferron Dooley Fairchild.

Pre-registration is
required. Call the Library.

ADULT & TEEN
PROGRAM

SUNDAY 2 PM
@ TOWN HALL

All programs will be at the Library unless noted otherwise 

The Massachusetts Statewide Summer Library Program is funded by the Massachusetts Library System, the Boston Bruins, and the Massachusetts Board
of Library Commissioners. Funding for the Summer Reading Programs is provided by the Royalston Academy and the Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton

Library. Animal Adventures is supported in part by Royalston Academy and a grant from the Royalston Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported
by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

 

   We are still moving forward with the process of installing a card-
board compactor. We have a good bid on a refurbished unit that we 
hope to have installed by the end of the summer. Stay tuned. Our 
newly repainted installed door container should be on site soon.
Repairs were paid for by recycling credits earned by the Town.         
   Covid is and will still be with us going forward. Vaccination is 
still the best, safest, and proven way to lessen the impact of this 
virus. We are in the  process of getting more test kits to have avail-
able for folks. They will be available at Town Hall and the Library.
Ticks, ticks, and more ticks abound this year. Check yourself and 
your pets when coming in.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Jennifer Basso, Theresa Quinn
Open and pick up hours:  Mondays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. ; Thursdays  1:00 - 5:00 p m . and 6:30 - 8 p.m. ;

 Saturdays: 9:00 am-12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

   

Unique things to borrow from the Library in the summer:
*  Orion StarBlaster Telescope and tripod
* ice cream makers (the round ball type)
*Kill-A-Watt electricity monitor
* 6’ folding tables (3)
*kindergarten readiness kits
*state park passes 

Donations to the Friends
Hattie Bernstein and Don Shambroom in honor of the marriage 
of Marissa Kellner and Mark Bruso
Debbie Conrad
Raeann LeBlanc and Roger O’Donnell

Thank You
To all those who donated plants for a tremendous plant sale
To Jim and Barbara Richardson for the loan of their 
trailer and Robert Fairchild who was there with Barb 
and Jim to load all the books before I even got to the 
Library to help and for reloading and delivering them 
after the sale and for staffing the book sale.  And to 
Norah Dooley for helping not only with the book sale 
and book loading but also solving a glitch in the plans.

To Maureen Blasco, Beth Gospodarek, Patti 
Stanko, Kristi Schellie, Amy Newland, and Bar-
bara Richardson for expertly staffing and providing 
detailed cultural information for the plant sale.  It’s an 
amazing amount of time and effort, and I appreciate it 
immensely.

To Jeff Mangum for organizing the bike tour.  It was 
great to have the Library as the starting point.

To Cecilia Camino who taught yoga lessons while Jess was on 
vacation and gave a few pop up lessons on the Common as well. 

Book Group
The Friends of the Library Book Group met for the second time 
in June and had a lively discussion.  We can always welcome new 
people to the group.  Our next meeting will be Thursday July 14 , 
3:30pm at the Library to discuss The Sin Eater by Megan Campisi.  
Copies are available at the Library.  All are welcome!

Log into Wowbrary.com to see what’s 
new at the Library.  Updated weekly.

Weekly yoga continues
Community yoga continues on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. in 
the upstairs of the Town Hall with Jess Schantz.  Bring your own 
mat.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Preschool Story Time
Join Brooke Coleman on non-holiday Mondays at 10:00 in the Li-
brary (unless it’s beautiful outside) for stories, crafts, play, visiting, 
and healthy snacks.  No pre-registration is required.  Come meet 
others with small children.

T-Mobile and Mobile Beacon Coolpad 
Hotspots Available
Just a reminder that we have ten T-Mobile and three Mobile Bea-
con Coolpad (Sprint) hotspots available for loan for two weeks.  
The T-Mobile hotspots can be renewed for another two weeks 
based on availability.  The T-Mobile hotspots are a grant from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners administered by 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  T-Mobile hotspot 
service areas are delineated at http://maps.t-mobile.com.

Tiny Art Project
Get creative.  The tiny art program starts July 1 and runs through 
August 27.  Pick up your kit complete with canvas, paint, brushes 
and instructions.  Create your tiny masterpiece, write your name 
on the back and return it to the Library by August 27.  They will 
be the art display in the children’s room during September and 
October.  Have fun and join the display.  Kits are available at the 
Library and outside in a bin at the top of the stairs when we are 
closed.

Art Display 
During July and August, the paintings of Grace Hoefsmit will be 
on display.  She uses acrylic and occasionally oils on canvas and 
enjoys exploring different styles, techniques, and subjects.  Grace 
is the niece of Library Trustee Jeff Mangum.
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Adult Fiction

Some of the new materials at your library

Children’s Nonfiction
Meltzer, Brad  I am I.M. Pei
Rolle, Sojouner  Free at Last
Yellowhorn, Eldon Sky Wolf’s Call

Children’s Fiction
Donovan, Sam  Miss Rita, Mystery Reader
Heck, Ellen  A is for Bee
Henkes, Kevin  Little Houses
Hunter, Anne  Baby Squeaks 
Kendi, Ibram  Goodnight Racism
Lawson, Jon  A Day for Sandcastles 
Neilson, Emily  The Rainbow Parade
Sorosiak, Carlie  Everywhere with You
Wang, Andrea  Luli and the Language of Tea

Adult Non-Fiction
Addison, Corban  Wastelands
Kendi, Ibram  How to Raise an Antiracist
Lopez, Barry  Embrace Fearlessly the Burning World
McKibben, Bill  The Flag, the Cross, the Station Wagon
Mooallem, Jon  Serious Face

Barton, Fiona  Local Girl Missing
Bautman, Elif  Either/Or
Berry, Steve  The Omega Factor
Brooks, Geraldine Horse
Brown, Graham  Clive Cussler’s Dark Vector
Burke, James Lee  Every Cloak Rolled in Blood
Byrne, James  The Gatekeeper
Clark, Julie  The Lies I Tell
Emezi, Akwaeke  You Made a Fool of Death with Your Beauty 
Fajardo-Anstine, K. Woman of Light
Fowler, Therese  It All Comes Down to This
Giffin, Emily  Meant to Be
Graham, Heather  Sound of Darkness
Grisham, John  Sparring Partners
Hilderbrand, Elin  The Hotel Nantucket
Holmes, Linda  Flying Solo
Horowitz, Anthony With a Mind to Kill
Johansen, Iris  A Face to Die For
Kay, Guy  All the Seas of the World
Mallery, Susan  The Boardwalk Bookshop
Miller, Kirsten  The Change
Miro, J.M.  Ordinary Monsters
Monaghan, Annabel Nora Goes Off Script
Moore, Meg  Vacationland 
Mottley, Leila  Nightcrawling 
Murphy, Nora  The Favor
Pavone, Chris  Two Nights in Lisbon
Perrotta, Tom  Tracy Flick Can’t Win
Roberts, Nora  Nightwork
Yoder, Rachel  Nightbitch
Unger, Lisa  Last Girl Ghosted

Audiobooks
Kistler, Bonnie  The Cage

Summer Reading Program Behind the Scenes
We are  fortunate to have the Royalston Academy generously fund 
our Summer Reading Programs.  Because of the academy, we are 
able to offer a creative selection of projects producing keepsakes to 
have into adulthood.  The Friends supply all the healthy snacks and 
great prizes for the programs and, most importantly, come to help 
with each program.  Barbara Richardson and Brooke Coleman help 
organize the programs and Gina Verrelli creates the great posters.
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Historical Society News

Royalston Academy Trail Clean-up
The Royalston Academy,  a philanthropic group for the children 
of Royalston, has a parcel of land on North East Fitzwilliam Rd. 
open to the public.  We need to attend to the one mile trail on the 
property, and so are calling for a work day to do clean-up there on 
Sunday , July 31 at 10 a.m.
   All are welcome to come and help and find out about a trail right 
near the center of Royalston.  Teenagers can use this work to receive 
community service credits.Bring loppers, clippers and other hand 
tools. We will supply a chain saw for the big things.  Call Maureen 
at 978-249-5138 for more information or to say you can come.   

BLAST FROM THE PAST
Andy Bosma and Mason & Parker
Kathy Chencharik
Andy Bosma was an active member of the 
Second Congregational Church in South 
Royalston for many years. He worked in 
the South Village for the Mason and Park-
er Company during the Great Depression, 
making ten to fifteen cents an hour. If they 
didn’t have work, they would send him 
home. The Tonquist boys were the owners. 

One of the owners drowned while taking a splash board off the 
dam to get rid of more water. The timber loosened up and took him 
along with it down stream. Quite a few people were employed in 
the three-story factory. Most of the woodwork was done down-
stairs. Wood and canvas beach chairs were their specialty. Upstairs 
in the factory, cloth for the chairs would be cut, run through color-
ing to be dyed, then hung out to dry in the sunlight. Besides beach 
chairs, Mason and Parker also produced miniature doll furniture 
and small pool tables. Andy worked with Annie (Alger) Ecklund, 
whose folks ran the gas station in South Royalston. Through the 
use of a conveyor belt, she’d glue the pockets onto the pool tables. 
They would cement the pockets on. Andy had the job of nailing 
the legs on. They’d set the pool tables up on the floor. Little hinges 
on the legs had to be nailed onto the frame where the pockets were 
hanging. A person ran the steam engine (big boiler) that was in the 
lower part near the water, and driven by water lots of times. When 
it was up to steam, that’s the time the shop worked. On March 25, 
1939 the Mason and Parker Toy Company was destroyed by fire. 
Between 130 and 140 men who were employed there were taken to 
the Mason and Parker Company in Winchendon for an extra shift.

Herons are Great
Maureen Blasco
   Every spring, as I drive towards Boston, 
I anticipate seeing the Great Blue Heron 
rookery on Route 2 near Littleton. It re-
minds me that soon I will see “my own” 
heron, fishing in the wetlands across the 
street from where I live. Herons come back to old nesting places 
year after year.  In Royalston,  I have seen herons at the Eagle Re-
serve, the Beaver Pond area of the Birch Hill, in many places on 
the Millers River, as well as in my own neighborhood.
   Once, as I was driving near the Millers River, a heron was in 
front of me on the road.  As it took off I got an amazing view. 
The wings stretched wide (up to 6 + feet!) and the long legs hung 
down, almost flopping. I couldn’t help but think of its ancient ori-
gins.  Fossil records of herons in North America date back 1.8 
million years.  Scientists believe that herons go back as far as the 
Cenozoic era -25 million years ago.
   Unfortunately, the beavers moved out of the wetland near me, 
and every year there is less water. So, I was surprised one morning 
to see a  heron  fishing in the shrinking pond. I think it realized it 
needed a new fishing spot because I haven’t seen it again.
   A few years before the beavers moved out, I saw two very white 
birds that looked like little versions of the blue heron.  I thought I 
recognized these birds from visits to the South  and soon realized 
they were Snowy Egrets. They are smaller members of the heron 
family, but their summer range hugs the eastern shore and does 
not include the western part of Mass. After searching, I read that 
they do fly inland up to 100 miles on rare occasions. I called up my 
friend Kathy Chencharik and asked her to take some pictures. We 
had a great time wondering about these creatures.    After about 36 
hours they flew away.
   Great blue, little white, or any in between, the heron is  magnificent 
.
  

Fish and Game Club News
Chicken Barbecue plans are underway for this summer.  
Watch the Royalston F&G Facebook page for upcoming dates and prices.
The annual 3-D Archery Shoot is scheduled for the last Saturday in 
August, the 27th, with registration opening at 8 a.m.
Young anglers – 32 of them – enjoyed a day of fun, food, and 
FISHING at the annual Walter E. Carlson Memorial Fishing Derby 
sponsored this year by Dana Prentiss and Two Sisters Carpet & 
Floor Care. A shout out to volunteers, who are always the back-
bone of this event: Joe Lorion, Jeff Collins, Michelle Simmington-
LeBlanc, Ross LeBlanc, Mike Sadowski, and Roy Smith.
ATTENTION MEMBERS - The tagged fish is still on the loose!!! 
Any member who catches the trout can still win the cash prize!!! 

Updates on the cove ceiling restoration:  The plas-
ter work on the cove ceiling has been completed by 
David Autio. He worked by himself and lugged ev-
erything he needed  up to the second  floor save the 
water buckets, which Pierre and Marie Humblett did 

on the weekends so that water would be there  when work started 
again on Mondays. Now  painting has to be done and the the floors 
cleaned before the collections can be brought back in. The electri-
cal system is also being worked on. We hope to have things settled 
in by fall.

A pool table made at Mason and Parker in South Royalston in the 
1930s.  This writing is a summary of Kathy’s work in the Town 
Scrapbook, a giant collection of interviews and artifacts from the 
year 2000, created by the Friends and kept at the Library.  
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Congratulations and good news
Graduates , newlyweds, reunions, pandemic babies... 
share the milestones here at the RCN!  This is your space.  

First Congregational Church of Royalston Outreach
Marion’s Food Pantry: 
Our pantry serves 20-30 meals/ week on Thursdays (note the new 
day). Please let us know if you know of someone who could use a 
meal.  Pantry hours:  Saturday 10 - 12
Please contact:  Debbie Conrad (978)895-3505

Anthony Divoll made Dean’s list at Fitchburg State

Alexandra Phelps graduated from 
Montachusett Regional Vocational 
Technical High School recently, earn-
ing a high school diploma and Cer-
tificate of Occupational Proficiency in 
Masonry. During her junior and senior 
years she worked two co-op jobs in 
her trade, and participated in a major 
service project with her classmates. 
Alexandra was a four-year member of 
the Marine JROTC, providing count-
less hours of community service, 

raising thousands of dollars for worthy organizations, and was 
promoted to Cadet Corporal Phelps in her senior year. Alexandra 
played soccer for the school’s team. A member of the National 
Honor Society, Alexandra received a John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship for her MCAS performance, and for her leadership 
and community service, a renewable, four-year $2,500 Madan/
Hingorany Scholarship ($10,000), which she will use beginning 
this fall at Mount Wachusett, to become a certified personal trainer 
with an Associate of Science in Exercise and Sport Science. Her 
plans are to transfer to the University of Vermont for a Bachelor 
of Science in Nutrition. Her ultimate goal is to, “...help everyone 
be the best, and healthiest versions of themselves.” For the sum-
mer the industrious Ms. Phelps is working at Phoenix Scoop Ice 
Cream in Newbury, VT. Alexandra was raised in Royalston, at-
tended RCS, and is the daughter of John Phelps and Liz Consiglio. 
Her maternal grandparents are Keith and Deborah Newton.

Obituaries

Tully Lake Tale Trail
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Valu-
ing Our Children have teamed up to create 
the Tully Lake Tale Trail every Thursday and 
Saturday (weather dependent), from June 2 
through September 10, 2022 at the Tully Lake 
Recreation Area. The program’s goal is to 
encourage children and families to get out in 
nature and read. The books will change each 
Thursday with the age group geared toward 

newborn through 10 years old, but all ages are welcome to enjoy 
the Tale Trail!
 

Sylvia J. (Suomala) Simula, 81, of Bald-
winville Road, died early Tuesday morn-
ing, May 3, 2022 at home surrounded by 
loved ones. Born in Athol on June 5, 1940, 
she was the daughter of the late George 
and Minny (Fuller) Suomala and grew 
up in Athol, graduating from Athol High 
School in 1959. On September 4, 1959, 
she married Clifford Simula and they have 
enjoyed over 62 years of marriage and 
raising their family. 

Sylvia had worked at the First National Bank and Bruce's Pharma-
cy for many years. Family was very important to Sylvia, as were 
her dogs, especially her cocker spaniel "Boo". She enjoyed travel-
ing out West through Colorado and the Rockies, as well as knitting 
and crocheting. She also loved country music, bus trips, craft fairs, 
and time in her home decorating. She had been a member of the 
Birch Hill Rangers Snow Mobile Club. 

Survivors include her loving husband, Clifford Simula of Roy-
alston; daughter, Kim Bolton and her partner, John Swan, of Or-
ange; a son, Shawn Simula and his wife, Bonnie, of Phillipston; 
and a grandson, Daniel Bolton of Athol. Besides her parents, 
she was predeceased by brothers, George Suomala and Richard 
Suomala, as well as sisters, Shirley Castine and Margie Jackson. 

Theresa L. Gates, 61, of Royalston, 
died peacefully at her residence Mon-
day afternoon, May 2, 2022, with her 
family at her side. 
She was born in Athol on July 26, 1960, 
daughter of the late William R. and Rita 
L. (Dunham) Gates and grew up in Roy-
alston. Theresa was a graduate of Athol 
High School. 

Theresa had worked in quality control 
at ITW, formerly TRW of Westminster 

until her retirement. She greatly enjoyed working in her flower 
gardens and especially treasured time with her family. 

She leaves four children, Amanda Sylvester of Ayer, Robert 
Sylvester of Royalston, Joshua Sylvester of Gardner and Jacob 
Sweeney of Gardner; two sisters, Tamatha E. Gates of Royalston 
and Tanya Moore of Royalston and six grandchildren, Joshua 
Matakanski, Sean Matakanski, Aiden Manca, Isabelle Matakan-
ski, Sophia Sweeney and Payton Milo. 

Memorial donations may be made to Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren, Attn: Office of Development, 2900 N. Rocky Point Dr., 
Tampa, FL 33607
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Monty Tech, Mary C. Barclay
COVID-19 Update: Transmission rates in all of MA 
are in the highest category, but are dropping as summer 

progresses. Royalston’s vax rate for the 12-15 year old group is 
still the lowest at the school. Vaccination of as many students (in 
ALL age categories) as possible is the key to the uneventful open-
ing of schools in September.
   FY ’23 Skills Capital Grant Awarded in the amount of $399,546 
to purchase new ‘trainers’ to help students troubleshoot and repair 
a number of industry-standard technologies, to include domestic 
and commercial a/c refrigeration systems, emergency manage-
ment training systems, heating/cooling systems, and environmen-
tal & alternative energy systems. (P.S.: This brings to $1,336,116, 
the total grants written and awarded in 2021-2022!  Hats off to 
Monty Tech grant writers and contributors at ALL levels!)
   Upcoming summer projects at Monty Tech include pouring a 
concrete pad, installing electrical and water connections, then see-
ing delivery and installation of the School’s Freight Farm – which 
is expected to provide farm-to-table foods to students while sav-
ing approximately $38,000 on food expenses, providing fresh veg-
etables to families in need, all while teaching students about this 
up-and-coming intensive food production technique. Also slated 
for this summer, the renovation of the Dental Shop . The over-
haul includes: trench, electrical, plumbing, flooring and equipment 
installation for dental lab rotary instruments as well as four new 
hydraulic dental chairs.
    Superintendent-Director Dr. Sheila Harrity continues to lead the 
charge for a complete recovery from COVID-19, working in lock-
step with her employees at all levels to fill in any educational and/
or social-emotional gaps remaining from two full years of pan-
demic-limited learning.  She continues to mentor and work side-
by-side with Principal Brown as he moves toward his elevation to 
Superintendent-Director.
   This will be my final post as your representative to the Monta-
chusett Regional Vocational Technical School:  Jessica (Putney) 
Schanz was voted, unanimously at the June 8th Select  Board meet-
ing, as my successor, and I could not be more thrilled to have this 
wonderful woman picking up where I am leaving  off!
   A Monty Tech graduate, Jess holds a Certificate of Occupational 
Proficiency in Welding and Metal Fabrication. She was a student 
leader in Monty Tech’s Marine JROTC. She is a U.S. Army veteran., 
who has worked in welding, education, and currently works in man-
agement with Trustees of Reservations. She has earned a Bachelor 
of Arts and Master of Science. Her concern about education for her 
child, her passion for voc-tech education, and her enthusiasm for 
her alma mater, makes her the PERFECT person for the job. 
   Jessica and her husband, Erich Schanz, have carved out a home-
stead on her paternal grandparents’ (David and Shirley Putney) and 
great grandparents’ (Roger and Margaret Putney) Loomis Road 
sugar house property. They and their four-year-old son, Gunnar, 
now run the sugar house. 
   For me, it has been an honor and (at 
least until the pandemic, lol!) to serve 
Royalston in this capacity. Please 
give Jessica all of the support and 
constructive input you’ve given me 
over the past 23 years.  It is JESS who 
will take Monty Tech... and perhaps 
ALL schools in the area... to the next 
level!       MCB

Greetings from the Fire Department
Firefighter John Chicoine 
graduated from the Massa-
chusetts Call/Volunteer Fire 
Academy on June 21st. Fire-
fighter Chicoine completed 
240 hours of training on 
nights and weekends. Upon 
successful completion of this 
program, students have met 
the standards of National 
Fire Protection Association 
1001. In addition, Firefighter 
Chicoine became certified to 
the level of Firefighter I and 
II and Hazardous Materials 
First Responder Operations 
Level by the Massachusetts 
Fire Training Council, which-
dis accredited by the National 
Board on Fire Service Profes-
sional Qualifications. Today’s 
firefighters do far more than 

fight fires. They train to respond to all types of hazards and emer-
gencies, such as chemical and environmental emergencies, rang-
ing from  Fentanyl overdoses to a gas leak. They may be called to 
rescue someone who has fallen through  ice, stuck in stalled el-
evators or trapped in vehicle crashes. They test and maintain their 
equipment including self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), 
hydrants, hoses, and power tools.
    
The Fire Department would also like to thank the voters for their 
support at town meeting once again this year. The $20,000 ap-
proved at town meeting will be used to replace the engine in our 
tanker truck, which had a failure during pump testing . This truck 
is a 2000 model year and in the pump test, the truck is run at maxi-
mum capacity.  It was during this test that something broke inside 
the engine. After the engine is replaced and some other minor re-
pairs, the tanker should be able to serve for several years to come.
    
The other two articles approved at town meeting were for one full 
set of firefighting gear  and money for the town’s share of this 
year’s Assistance to Firefighters Grant. The grant has not been 
awarded yet and competition is tough as there are several thousand 
applications from fire departments across the country. Our fire de-
partment applied for funding for a diesel exhaust system for the 
fire station.  This system collects and sends the exhaust produced 
by our apparatus outside of the station. This is necessary as par-
ticulates in diesel exhaust will attach to surfaces and firefighting 
gear in the fire station and are known to cause cancer. We also 
applied for funds for a new breathing air compressor and air bottle 
fill station to fill our SCBA tanks. The system we currently have in 
place is over 30 years old and is non NFPA compliant. The last part 
of this grant was for funds to train all of our members as Hazard-
ous Materials First Responders. The grant if awarded would be for 
$115,000 with the Town’s share being only $5,750.
    Thank you again to the residents of Royalston for your contin-
ued support. Stay Safe, Chief Eric Jack

Firefighter Chicione gradu-
ated from Mass. Fire Academy
pictured (l-r):  Chief Jack, John 
Chicione, and Joshua Morris Siegel 
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Free: Attn. Royalston Flea Marketers:  Five boxes of good 
stuff (not broken, not junk). Take all or nothing; you pick up. List 
available. Call Chris at 978-249-0246

Wanted: PCA needed for a 36-year-old woman in Royalston at 
her home.  $18/hr. 20-40 hrs/ wk.  Call 978-737-8996

Services Available
Babysitter available.  Completed Red Cross Babysitter Training. 
Please call Hailey Dilg at 978-248-9828.

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and 
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.
com  Call 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454.

Horse Help! You and your horse may find an extra pair of hands, 
another pair of eyes & experience useful. I can assist at your 
horse’s home space or my farm, working with your equipment or 
mine. Book by the day. Call or text Suzanne: (978) 424-8580.

2 matted horse stalls available; round pen, arena, generous turn-
out, watchful care 24/7. Black Horse Farm is near Birch Hill Dam 
by horseback. $400 per month. Training  or any number of lessons 
$575 per month. Text Susanne at (978) 424-8580. Current email: 
cobbsuzanne4@yahoo.com.

Wildlife woodcarvings and hand-painted ornaments by Laurie 
Truehart. Three-dimensional, life-like carvings of various animals 
and habitat, and glass bulbs (singles or sets) featuring wild birds, 
ducks, other animals available.  In-stock, or custom-designs avail-
able.   Contact by Facebook messenger or text 978-939-3962.

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, 
brochures, business cards, etc. Also photo and slide scanning of-
fered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon 
Morrison at 978-249-2947. 

“You Name It” blankets, crocheted to order: $25.  Perfect for baby 
gifts, nursing homes, or your own couch.  Also available:  hats, scarves, 
mittens, baby sweater sets, etc.  Call Marlene at 978-249-4491.

for sale: 
Sweets from Teenie’s Sweet Shop:  Family-owned Sweet Shop 
that bakes up large size cookies, brownies, whoopie pies, pocket 
pies, and many other sweet treats. All items made to order. Special 
orders welcomed. 413-768-1614 email teeniessweetshop@gmail.
com also on Facebook and Instagram

Rainbow Crown Bakery  custom-decorated cookies, by Erin Gir-
ouard of Royalston.  Check out Facebook “Rainbow Crown Bakery” 
pictures, and at https://www.etsy.com/shop/RainbowCrownBakery 
or call her at 401-749-2424 to discuss the cookies of your dreams. 

Custom thermal travel cups by Swank Kreations. Single pieces 
or sets; totally kool kids’s cups.   Krys and Keith Swan at swank-
kreations@gmail.com .

Fresh eggs and Royalston maple syrup  from  Putney’s Sugar-
house -$20/quart; Eggs $4/dozen.  Contact Jessica Putney Schanz 
at 978-939-3329 (cell); 978-249-248-8617; 
jessputney1989@gmail.com

Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays’ has 
local syrup available. Call 978-249-3464.

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar 
house. Prices: pints $12, quarts $20, half gal-
lons $32 and gallons $55.  Text/ Call John  978-
894-5109.

Pork Cut Packages available.  Variety packs.  10 lbs- $55   20lbs- 
$100  Sausage also available for $4/ lb- breakfast, hot, sweet, and 
cajun.   Call Chet 978-895-6327

Fresh Eggs:  $3/dozen, are available when the cooler is at the end of 
the driveway at 185 North Fitzwilliam Road.  Contact Brenda Putney 
at 978-249-7787 to reserve eggs for pick-up.

Firewood-  Green $200/ 170 cu feet. Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Mulch your garden. -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from Black 
Horse Farm (978) 424-8580 or email   suzannagaits@gmail.com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale.    Contact Helen at 978-249-
3163 or 774-239-5062

Classifieds

Royalston Democrats Choose New Chair
 At a recent meeting in the town hall, the Royalston Town Demo-
cratic Committee voted unanimously for Lynne Kellner of Blos-
som Street as its new chair.  Outgoing chair Ruth Suyenaga, who 
remains a committee member, was applauded for her accomplish-
ments in that post for several years. Allen Young, vice chair, con-
ducted the meeting and will remain as vice chair.  New member 
Kristie Schellie was welcomed.
   The committee discussed changes in legislative districts, noting 
that Royalston will continue to be served by incumbent legislators 
Rep. Susannah Whipps and Sen. Jo Comerford.
   

 Competition among Democrats for various statewide offices was 
discussed and some committee members indicated their personal 
preferences. Members will continue to follow and increase aware-
ness of the competition up to the June convention and then in the 
September primary.
  Committee member Norah Dooley received praise and support 
for volunteering to coordinate efforts on behalf of Democratic 
candidates in key competitive elections in other states, such as 
letter-writing and postcard campaigns. She will contact commit-
tee members in Royalston and neighboring towns as the election 
season approaches.
   All registered Democrats are invited to attend meetings and join 
the committee. For more information, contact Lynne Kellner by 
email at blueheron63@gmail.com.
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Garden Notes    22 June 2022
Thus far the garden season has, and I’ll use the technical term here, 
sucked.  My early spring failures at germination were duplicated by 
my early June plantings of cucumbers, butternut squash, and Silver 
Queen corn.  Additional seeds were secured and planted and fin-
gers were crossed.  The rabbits found their way through the fence, 
decimating the brassicas and first planting of beans.  I have brought 
out row covers; I fear, though, that any self-respecting rabbit who 
has successfully negotiated 4000 volts, will find row covers of little 
challenge.  The strawberries, which I have nursed for many more 
years thanperhaps I should have, can be nursed no more, finally, if 
belatedly, overrun by weeds.  Fortunately, #4 son set out plants last 
year and is awash in berries.  Just today, I discovered the remains 
of the raspberry patch.  It was not a pretty sight.  The patch has 
been somewhat haphazardly fenced , but that fence has been suf-
ficient over the years; it is sufficient no more.  Rabbits get a pass on 
this one.  They would require step-ladders to reach the tops of the 
canes.  I can only assume deer.  Frustrating?  You bet.  

It is not all doom and gloom.  The potatoes and onions have never 
looked better.  While there is no guarantee that potatoes will be 
plentiful and onions large, it is a step in the right direction .  Gar-
lic, my most reliable crop over the years, appears  reliable again.  
The tomato plants are thriving, though we are a long way from a 
tomato.  Peppers are okay.  (My peppers never seem to be much 
more than okay.) 

At the urging of #3 son, we grew some un-
usual salad greens:  arugula and pea shoots.  
Arugula is an acquired taste, a taste I have yet 
to acquire.  Pea shoots are the growing tips of 
the vines, reportedly tender.  Do not believe 
the reports.  Worse, #3 son was absent dur-
ing most of the harvest, obliging Kathy and 
I to  use them.  Our salads quickly reverted 
to the tried and true: lettuce and spinach.  A 
dozen or so lettuce leaves and a half dozen 

or so spinach leaves go a long way.  Cut up, sprinkled with a few 
grated radishes and briefly sauteed asparagus, topped with a protein 
(cooked beef or chicken, cheese, or hard-boiled eggs), and tossed 
with a dressing, it serves as dinner for the two of us.  It is the only 
game in town if we want to continue eating fresh vegetables.  As an 
added benefit, it is assembled with very little stove.  Firing up the 
wood cookstove in late June is not my idea of a good time.  

Truth be told, the June and July garden is a pretty mellow affair.  If I 
tell you I spend an hour a day out there, I would be generous in my 
estimate.  There is little to harvest, weeds are virtually nonexistent 
, and potato beetle pressure is historically low.  Much of that hour 
is spent simply wandering the garden, making note of some minor 
issues and dealing with them before they become major ones.  

The newsletter will rest in August.  The garden will not.    
        
     Larry Siegel

Weeds
June is the hopeful month in my flower gardening year. Its long 
days and cool nights coax my perennials to emerge with vigor. 
Poppies, peonies, and lupines blossom and thrive. Globe thistles, 
alliums, and lilies rise with the promise of coming attractions. All 
of this happens with no help from me, so it is easy to forget the 
hard work ahead: my summer-long battle with weeds. 

My weeds come in an astonishing array of shapes, sizes, and root 
systems. Some seem fragile with slender stems that are barely at-
tached to the soil. They come up with a swift yank. Others like 
mares’ tails and horseradish have roots so deep that I know, as I 
pull, they will be back tomorrow. I resolve to do a thorough dig-
ging out of these invaders come fall, but I fear it is a losing battle. 

I have been puzzling about weeds lately. Their tenacity and sheer 
abundance make me wonder if there is something to admire here, 
something more I should know. An accomplished gardener once 
told me a weed is a plant that grows where you don’t want it. But 
wait. Who decides the proper spot for a plant? Might the plant 
itself have some sort of wisdom about where it must be and why? 

I thought of this recently when I noticed a new plant growing at 
the base of some ornamental grasses. The ground slopes sharply 
here, and this new plant blanketed the slope with green leaves and 
tiny white flowers. As I began to clear it away, I wondered if it had 
arrived to hold the soil in place and prevent it from washing away. 
Clever plant, I thought, to grow exactly where you are needed. I 
left it in place. 

This cleverness goes beyond mere function. The environmental 
biologist, Robin Wall Kimmerer, has noted that plants often grow 
together in color combinations that are particularly pleasing.  Her 
research found that these color combinations benefit the plants by 
attracting pollinators. I thought of this yesterday when a vigor-
ous patch of Cranesbill geraniums caught my eye. Their fuchsia 
blossoms are always striking, but today something different made 
me take a second look. A new plant had woven itself among the 
geraniums, its bright yellow flowers nodding on slender stems. A 
weed, for sure. But the combination of yellow and deep fuchsia 
was perfect. If these colors side by side had caused me to stop and 
notice, they would surely attract the notice of butterflies and bees. 
The yellow flowers would stay.

I have learned that there is a whole category of “beneficial weeds”, 
plants that hold moisture, nourish soil, repel pests, and attract pol-
linators. Many can be crushed or brewed into tinctures with medic-
inal benefits. Others offer clues to a garden’s health and, if we pay 
attention, will let us know when problems emerge. White clover 
means the soil is low in nitrogen. Chickweed signals infertile soil. 
Wise plants indeed!

The world of weeds is far more complicated than I’d imagined. The 
balance between beneficial and harmful will always bear watch-
ing. So, as I tend my gardens through the long summer days, I will 
consider my collection of weeds with a newfound respect. I will be 
thoughtful as I decide which weed will go and which will stay.  
   Deb D’Amico
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:
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All Phases of Home Improvement
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Bob Leblanc, Royalston

Sam’s Canine Companions L.L.C.

Sherry A. Miner
71 Athol Road
PO Box 123
Royalston MA 01368
508-873-0629 call or text Professional all breed grooming 

and obedience training



Page 12  Royalston Community Newsletter July/August 2022

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
ATHOL MA
PERMIT NO. 42

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel, Amy Newland, and 
Stephen Chase
     Submission deadline for Sept. issue: Aug. 22

   Please Contact Us 
To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:

 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. 
This Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston 
households as a public service provided by the Friends of the 
Phinehas S. Newton Library with support from the Highland 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the en-
tire community.
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The Parched Leaves
The parched leaves of summer rattled in the breeze. 
When would it ever rain again?
Even the trout in the stream were panting.
Water was seen as a precious commodity.

When would it ever rain again?
No answer came from the lead-gray sky. 
Water was seen as a precious commodity. 
We should have seen it coming.

No answer came from the lead-gray sky. 
Two giants lay slain by the side of the road. 
We should have seen it coming.
Their demise came after the storm.

Two giants lay slain by the side of the road. 
Tree crews had done their job.
Their demise came after the storm.
Roads must remain clear, electricity in service.

Tree crews had done their job.
Human needs prevail over nature.
Roads must remain clear, electricity in service. 
The scent of wild roses still floats on the breeze.

Michael Young-  Royalston Poet Laureate

978-633-5423
CCULLENLMT@GMAIL.COM


